Naming Ceremonies

‘The Angel that presided o’er my birth

Said, Little creature form’d of Joy and Mirth

Go love without the help of any Thing on Earth’.

                                                                                    William Blake
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Naming Ceremonies

Congratulations on your Gift of a Child.
A naming day is a joyous and celebratory event where a child is welcomed into this world by their families and community.

There are no legal requirements for a naming ceremony. A child can be welcomed into this world in so many ways.

A tree may be planted in their honour, a song may be sung by a close friend. A Godparent may speak of the hopes and aspirations they have for the child’s life and give the child a hope token. There is no end of possibilities.

The following material is a guide only and might help you decide what things you might wish to include in your child’s naming ceremony.  There is a lot more material available such as more rituals, prayers and poems. Your naming ceremony might be something very simple where just the immediate family  gather to wish the child every happiness. Or it might be a larger event which might include some rituals and Godparents or Guardians being involved in some way.

There are no rules and I can help design the ceremony so that it reflects your wishes. 

Some examples of a Naming Ceremony.

Some Running orders.

Naming ceremony 1.

1. Lullaby song sung by Godmother & Friends.

2. Welcoming by celebrant.

3. Poem chosen and read by Uncle of child.

4. Grandfathers present gifts to Grandson and talk about why they have chosen these gifts.

5. Father makes thankyou speech.

6. Mother gives gifts to Grandmothers and thanks them for their love and support.

7. Bracelet is placed on baby.

8. Baby is blessed with water and oil by parents.

9. Celebrant concludes ceremony and a toast is made.

Naming ceremony 2.

Running order.

1. Music. Child is carried in by mother.

2. Celebrant welcomes everyone. Explains family significance of the naming gown.

3. Readings and prayers by family friends.

4. Blessing by Grandmother.

5. Baby presented with a board with his/her hand prints ( that have been cast in clay ). Father explains significance of the making of the gift reflecting the working  life of baby’s Grandfathers who both were craftsman and used their hands in their work.

6. Family circle formed. Baby is passed around and welcomed by family members.

7. Godparents invited forward. Present the child with hope tokens.

8. Tree is planted in babies honour. Everyone present waters it.

9.  Baby is named by celebrant. Celebrant concludes ceremony.

An example of a written naming day ceremony.

NAMING DAY FOR AMELIA GRACE HENSON

WISHING BOX

( Christine gets people to write wishes for Amelia to put in the wishing box before the ceremony )

MUSIC ( Chosen by Godparent )

CHRISTINE’S INTRODUCTION

Welcome everyone to the Henson family home and the naming day for Amelia Grace Henson. My name is Christine Grace and I am a civil celebrant. I thank Mark and Helen for asking me to perform this special ceremony today.

This naming day welcomes Amelia into her family and community. It also celebrates her coming into this world.  

This ceremony will begin with the lighting of the candles. Amelia’s candles will burn throughout this ceremony. The flame of the candle represents the light and warmth that will guide and protect Amelia throughout her life. She will experience times of joy, sorrow, tears and laughter but the great love of her family and community will help guide her throughout her journey. Candles will be lit on her birthdays and other special occasions, a constant reminder that she is held and protected by the people that love and cherish her most dearly.

Would Amelia’s Great Grandmothers Margaret and Pamela please come forward to light the candles.

CANDLES  LIT.

CHRISTINE

Thankyou Margaret and Pamela.

This ceremony celebrates a new life among us, the birth of Amelia and the beginning of her journey. This is a powerful rite of passage. Helen, Amelia’s mother celebrates her good health after giving birth to her beautiful baby girl. Both Mark, Helen and Isaac couldn’t be happier that Amelia has found her way to them and they all look forward to sharing a vibrant and loving family life where they will all flourish.

This family is grateful that you could all be here today to celebrate with them such a joyful occasion. A name is more than just a word, it has meaning and importance. The name Amelia is a name that has been a part of this family in past generations. It has German and Latin origins and means striving and industrious. The name Grace means ease and suppleness of movement. It also means a disposition to kindness and clemency. The family name of Henson gives Amelia the opportunity to grow into her heritage and allows her to create her own story within the family folklore. 

I’d now like to invite both Mark and Helen forward to name their beautiful child.

MARK AND HELEN

( read together )

We love you and we proudly name you Amelia Grace Henson. We wish you a long life and happiness, in a loving and peaceful world.

CHRISTINE

Amelia’s Godparents Nicole, Rodney and Liam are Amelia’s guiding lights. They have been chosen by Helen and Mark as they believe they give their daughter a wonderful example of how to be and live in this world. They are special people, who will always be available to Amelia and will help guide and support their Godchild. The loyalty and love that they will give to their Godchild will help her throughout her life.

Will Amelia’s Godparents please step forward.

ASKING

Will you stay close to Amelia and to the best of your ability will you guide her through life so that she may know the best way ? ( They answer ) WE WILL

Will you touch her with your wisdom and will you try to be a good influence by your own way of living ? WE WILL

Will you encourage her to observe good principles of living and decent treatment of her fellow human beings and her world ? WE WILL

Nicole, Rod and Liam do you accept this important responsibility ? WE DO

Thankyou Rod, Liam and Nicole.

To conclude this ceremony we will be signing the naming certificates with Amelia’s parents and Godparents. Amelia’s candles will also be blown out by her Godparents. Afterwards, if you have not already done so, please write something for Amelia and put it in her wishing box. This is her time capsule and will be a wonderful reference for her as she grows from a child, into adulthood.

Mark, Helen and Isaac thank you all for being here and would love you now to celebrate with them this naming day for Amelia Grace Henson. Thankyou.

SIGNING OF CERTIFICATES ( MUSIC )

END OF CEREMONY

Some Poetry and Blessings
In beauty may I walk

All day long may I walk

Through the returning seasons my I walk

Beautifully will I posses again

Beautifully birds

Beautifully joyful birds

On the trail marked with pollen may I walk

With grasshoppers about my feet may I walk

With dew about my feet may I walk

With beauty may I walk

With beauty before me may I walk

With beauty behind me may I walk

With beauty above me may I walk

With beauty around me may I walk

In old age, wandering on a trail of beauty, lively may I walk

In old age, wandering on a trail of beauty, living again may I walk

It is finished in beauty

It is finished in beauty

Navajo Tribe
Celtic Benediction

Deep peace of the running wave to you

Deep peace of the flowing air to you

Deep peace of the quite earth to you

Deep peace of the shining stars to you

Deep peace of the son of peace to you

William Blake – A Naming prayer

Grant strength and blessing to this child.

Wrap her/him in the cloak of thy protection

And guard her/him through the journey of life.

The parents say :

We take the oath to protect and guide our daughter /son

Given to us as a trust and a sacred gift

Until she is0he is of age

To take responsibility for his/her own life

We will teach the ways of our Mothers and fathers

Love, gentleness and good example

Blessed be ( Name) and welcome to the world.

A Parents pledge
( Name), as your parents, we make this promise to you today that we will cherish and nurture you all of our lives. We promise to create and sustain a loving and creative home  where you will feel safe and loved. We will do everything we can so that you may flourish as you grow. We will support you unconditionally and always be there for you. We make this pledge to you today and all the days.    

